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Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held this day in the 
Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex, Sandhurst 
commencing at 7.45pm and finishing at 8.55pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Cllr Mrs J Bettison 
Councillors: P Bettison, D Birch, G Birch, Mrs P McKenzie, K Miah, 
J Porter, P Widdowson 
K Symons (Sandhurst Sports Club) 
Mrs V Crosby-Clarke (Sandhurst Resident’s Association) (From item 4) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Executive Officer (Stephen Chown) 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) 
Apologies were received and accepted from 
Councillors: 
R McKenzie (Business) 
 
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda item 2) 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3) 
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0435 

that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on 
20 November 2014 (pages 0192-0194) be received as a true and correct 
record and that they be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
(Unanimous) 
 

LARGE EVENTS (Agenda item 4) 
A presentation was received from three representatives from the company 
Falcon Events, to put forward the proposal to organise a ticketed music 
event at Sandhurst Memorial Park.  The proposal concept was described, 
covering elements of the draft plan such as site layout, the potential bands, 
target audience, maximum attendee numbers, price point and catering 
options.  Questions were received and answered from Councillors regarding 
level of community engagement, the priority being given to Sandhurst 
residents, the name of the event, the alcohol management and safety 
arrangements and the background of the company Falcon Events and the 
experience of the individuals presenting.  The provisional date of the event 
was confirmed as 8th August 2015.  Further to an extensive discussion it was 
proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0436 

that a music event on 8th August 2015 be approved in principle, subject to 
Falcon Events meeting all the safeguards and conditions contained within 
the Large Events Policy.  (Unanimous) 
 

MEMORIAL PARK MANAGEMENT (Agenda item 5) 
The report was received covering the significant management issues and 
ongoing actions, as affecting the Memorial Park. 
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PARKING ON THE PARK PROJECT (Agenda item 6) 
A verbal update on progress was given, including the work to date and the 
interim financial position.  It was confirmed that correspondence had been 
received from Bracknell Forest Council advising the receipt of £30,000 of 
S106 funding for the project was expected to occur in February 2015. 
Further to resolution 0383 the draft letter addressing the difficulties 
experienced within the planning process was discussed.  Further to 
discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was  

RESOLVED 
0437 

that the draft letter be signed by the Leisure Chairman and sent to 
Bracknell Forest Planning Department once all planning conditions were 
discharged. (Unanimous) 

ACTION: EO 
FIREWORKS 2015 (Agenda item 7) 
An update was provided from the Fireworks Working Group further to the 
start of work to enact resolution 0384.  A programme of meetings had been 
established on a monthly basis running up to November and the elements of 
the event organisation which required early commitment had been identified 
for action, including the security arrangements, medical cover, fireworks 
procurement and so on. 
 
Football Pitch Provision (Agenda item 8) 
The draft Terms and Conditions of Booking were received, further to 
resolution 0351.  An amendment was recommended to include a sentence 
clarifying that ‘the decision of the Groundstaff at the beginning of the day is 
not considered to override the subsequent decisions of the match referees 
and does not remove responsibility from the home team to cancel matches if 
conditions have deteriorated during the day’.  Further to the discussion it 
was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was  

RESOLVED 
0438 

that the amended Terms and Conditions be modified in line with the 
committee recommendations and approved for use.  (Unanimous) 

ACTION: EO 
 
PRESS AND PUBLICATION FORWARD PLAN (Agenda item 9) 
The committee was advised of a request from the SRA for an update on the 
parking project, for inclusion within their magazine due for publication in 
March 2015.  This was being prepared by the EO.  There were no additions 
to the press and publication forward plan from the other items of the agenda. 
 
COUNCILLOR REPORTS (Agenda item 11) 
Cllr J Porter advised that the fence project at Owlsmoor Park had been 
successfully completed and had been entirely funded with the Borough 
grant. 
 
Cllr P Widdowson updated on the Sandhurst Sports Centre, with usage 
being reported as generally very good.  A recommendation had been made 
at the last meeting for the facilities to be promoted more strongly on social 
media.  The committee highlighted the general benefit of writing ambitious 
aspirations into the Neighbourhood Development Plan, and this was related 
particularly to the potential to enhance sporting facilities using developer 
contributions, where any appropriate projects had been properly included 
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and justified.  It was suggested to the EO that the subject would form a 
worthwhile agenda item at a future Leisure meeting and potentially for the 
agenda of other principal committees. 
 
Cllr Mrs J Bettison advised of good news that the ongoing success of the 
Sandhurst Healthy Walks initiative had been recognised recently with a 
nomination in the 2015 Berkshire Inspiration and Participation Awards under 
the category of ‘Health Project of the Year’. 
 
SPORTS CLUB (Agenda item 14) 
An update was received regarding the operation of the Sports Club with 
positive feedback reported in relation to the new Large Events Policy. 
 
SANDHURST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (Agenda item 13) 
The report of the SRA was received with no specific updates relating to the 
work of Leisure Committee at this time.  The meeting was advised of the 
temporary difficulties being experienced by the SRA with updating their 
website, though a solution was expected promptly. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING (Procedural item) 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 17 March 2015. 

 
 SIGNED AND DATED BY 

CHAIRMAN 


